
Coronavirus (COVID-19): Small Business Guidance & Loan
Resources via CARES Act

We wanted to make sure our customers were aware of the recent loan program
within the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act that was just

passed by Congress. This program is intended to provide business owners with
necessary financial resources to minimize job losses by retaining employees and

covering payroll, health care, mortgage, interest on debt, rent, utilities, and
insurance. This new loan program is referred to as the Paycheck Protection

Program and is being approved and administered through the Small Business
Administration (SBA). Please refer to https://www.sba.gov/page/coronavirus-covid-

19-small-business-guidance-loan-resources to access information specific to this
loan program. 

As well, the SBA has issued revised guidance for small businesses seeking
economic relief as a result of COVID-19. Small businesses who are suffering

substantial economic harm from the pandemic can seek Economic Injury Disaster
Relief Loans (aka EIDLs) from the SBA for working capital. Please refer to the

qualifications and application process via SBA online. This is different from the PPP
Loan.

We have been told that the best approach is to reach out directly to your CPA and
your Financial Institution to discuss whether or not your business might qualify for

either of the above programs and which program would be best for your
business. There is a cap on the funds available under the PPP Loans and such funds
will be issued fast, therefore, if you qualify, registering sooner rather than later is

highly recommended. Registration should be made via your Financial Institution for
the PPP Loans and via SBA for the EIDL loans. 

Our bank has told us that for the PPP Loans you must have an established account
as of February 15th with the Financial Institution you will be applying through,

however, if you are having issues with your current Financial Institution accepting
your application, our representative at Bank of the West is willing to assist with

questions you might have. If you do contact her please let her know that you
received her information from GS Long. Her name is Michele Bucklin, Bank of the

West, (509)201-2480.

https://www.sba.gov/page/coronavirus-covid-19-small-business-guidance-loan-resources
https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela/account/login


Fireblight Prevention

Now is the time to finalize your spray
program planning for fireblight with
bloom right around the corner. It is

beneficial to stop and review the
historical fireblight issues you have
experienced by block and variety

when building a work plan for this
spring. Developing a priority list based
on history allows you to focus first on
any problem areas in your operation.
The level of damage in prior years will
also assist in the product choice and

timing of your applications. Our
consultants spent many hours this

past winter reviewing products and
programs and are prepared to assist in
building a program that will minimize

fireblight damage in your orchard.

-Greg Pickel
Business Development Manager

Powdery Mildew in Hops

A good start to the season is essential
for control of Hop Powdery Mildew.
Thorough and effective mechanical

pruning followed by thorough
chemical desiccation (burn back) can

delay the onset and spread of
powdery mildew by up to a month

according to Dr. Dave Gent with the
USDA. Following burn back early
season, utilize low resistance risk

fungicides on a regimented rotation
such as sulfur to establish an effective

season long program for control. As
more fungicide chemistries become
restricted due to M.R.L. constraints,
emphasis on cultural practices will

need to increase in order to combat
Hop Powdery Mildew successfully.

Work closely with your G.S. Long Field
Consultant to develop the most

effective plan for your farm.

-Adam Writer
Field Consultant

Grape Sucker Control

Removal of sucker growth is common
in wine grape operations and the use
of chemical burndowns can save time

and labor. Suckers are considered
undesirable in most conditions and

will divert the vine’s energy away from
buds on the cordon wire. There are

two conditions in which sucker
growth should be maintained; the first
is where winter injury is observed and
the sucker growth can be retrained to
replace a damaged vine. The second

would be if the top has recently been
worked by grafting. Broadleaf

burndown products like Aim and
Venue are good options and

combinations of herbicides can help
with weed control at this time as

well. Please reach out your G.S. Long
Company representative for
additional information and

precautions.

-Paul Voelker
Field Consultant

Mainstay Calcium Programs

Spring calcium applications in tree
fruit can be very beneficial in

increasing fruit quality at harvest.
Mainstay Calcium applied to the root
zone pre-bloom through cell division

can provide highly available and
efficient calcium uptake at this key

timing in fruit development. Used in
conjunction with foliar applications of
Mainstay SI starting at petal or shuck

fall can provide a well-rounded
calcium nutrition program to the
developing crop.  Both Mainstay

Calcium and Mainstay SI are available
in both Organic and Conventional

versions for your specific cropping
needs. Contact your G.S. Long

Consultant or local G.S. Long Office
for more information on how these

can be used in crop nutrition program.

-Keith Beaman
Agronomist
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